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PREFACE

Inevitably, to compile a collection of poetry and song of this kind
requires being in contact with and accepting the help of many
kind people, who have assisted us in finding material, reading

and assessing it, searching for writers and publishers, researching
references, and translating and editing the poems and songs them-
selves. We are lucky to have benefited in this endeavour from the
enthusiastic help and support of a large number of individuals and
— over and above those who have granted us permission to repro-
duce poems, songs or translations (see Acknowledgments) — we
would like to thank those mentioned below as well as all those who
helped us but who may not be mentioned here.

Our gratitude goes, first and foremost, to the Institute for the
Study of theAmericas (ISA) of the University of London, where one
of the editors, Gavin O’Toole, was granted a Visiting Postdoctoral
Fellowship to support the research that has culminated in this book.
Without that institutional support, gaining the participation of so
many poets and songwriters from across the world would have
been immeasurably more difficult. We are thankful in particular to
Professor James Dunkerley, Karen Perkins and Olga Jiménez of ISA.
Second, our gratitude goes to all the poets and songwriters, their
families or those who manage their creative efforts whose work is
reproduced in this book. As will become clear from the Introduction,
the commitment they have shown and the sacrifices so many of
them have made for their art is recognised. We are also grateful to
all our translators, and in particular those who went beyond the call
of duty to help us: Alexandra Stanton, Yusuf Eradam, Simon Patton,
and Brother Anthony of Taizé.

Many other people helped make this book possible and they are
gratefully acknowledged from Page 324.

Gavin O’Toole and Georgina Jiménez
London, May 2007
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